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‘This clearly written and well-argued study is a major contribution to the still sparse literature on the 
Southern African Development Community.’ – Chris Saunders, University of Cape Town, South Africa

’In this compelling and highly readable volume, Laurie Nathan provides a distinctive account of the SADC’s 
institutional efforts at enhancing regional peace and security in southern Africa. Drawing on his own unique 
experience as negotiator/facilitator within the region and beyond, Nathan concludes not only that such 
efforts have been largely ineffectual but, very provocatively as reflected in the book’s title, that they have 
been counterproductive.’ – David Simon, Royal Holloway, University of London, UK

’While there is a recognised need for the creation of a security community in Southern Africa, such a 
community does not yet exist in the region. Many argue that although the legal basis exists in protocols and  
treaties, the political will to fully implement these arrangements lags behind.  Laurie’s book makes a valuable 
contribution in assessing and understanding the enormous complexities facing SADC in establishing a 
security architecture for the region.’  – Hany Besada, North-South Institute, Canada
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