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Civil Society Involvement in Liberia and Kenya

Franzisca Zanker  

Current research suggests that mediation processes are more likely to achieve durable peace if 
they are inclusive because they are then likely to enjoy the support of the entire population. One 
way to ensure this public support is to include civil society groups, either directly at the negotiation 
table or indirectly in supportive roles. This paper argues that such inclusion has a positive effect 
on the legitimacy of the mediation process but observes that the current literature offers little to 

processes in Liberia in 2003 and Kenya in 2008. Newly collected empirical data from these two 
countries is examined using a model of legitimate representation as an analytical framework. This 
will help explain how the involvement of civil society groups can make the conduct of mediation and 
the outcome of an agreement more legitimate for the affected population.
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Inclusive mediation: A role for civil society
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What is legitimate representation?
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accountable representation

‘Mighty be our powers’: Civil society activism in 
Liberia2



7

January 2013

 



8

Mediation Arguments



9

January 2013



10

Mediation Arguments

after

some

Silencing the choirmasters: Civil society activism 
after the Kenyan post-election violence5
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Conclusion

In terms of what I have called 
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substantive representation

In terms of accountable representation

substantive 
representation
that 
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accountable representation

who they 
represented the grievances they presented and the information they disseminated

 

 

 



18

Mediation Arguments

 

 



19

January 2013

References 

New African

International Political Science Review
From War to 

Democracy
Global Society

Peace & Change

CSCW Papers

War

Issue Brief

Policy Sciences

Africa Report

Democratization

International Negotiation



20

Mediation Arguments

Development and 
Change

International Negotiation

African Affairs

Third World Quarterly

International 
Interactions

Constellations
The Concept of Representation

 

Kenya – 2008

International Negotiation
International 

Negotiation




