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This is because some discovery D, 
made with the help of some method 
M, might “backfire” on the very 
applicability conditions of M, which 
must then be seen in the new light of 
D, which was not available before the 
actual application of M. Long before the 
notorious polemic by Paul Feyerabend 
against method5, this was already 
seen very clearly by nobody less than 
Martin Heidegger, who wrote as long 
ago as 1927 (here my translation from 
the German original): “Especially when 
a method is genuine, i.e. when it truly 
enables access to the objects, the 
progress made on the grounds of that 
method (...) will necessarily lead to its 
outdatedness”6. 

In my experience, many postgraduate 
students are far too obsessed with 

5 Feyerabend, P. 1975. Against Method. 3rd edition. Verso Publ.
6 Heidegger, M. 1975. Die Grundprobleme der Phänomenologie. 
Lecture at the University of Marburg, 1927. Frankfurt am Main: 
Vittorio Klostermann. 

their so-called “methodology chapter” 
for their dissertation in the context of 
some particular school of thought which 
stipulates their so-called “research 
paradigm”. Following Thomas Kuhn 
strictly, however, we should keep in 
mind that we cannot simply choose 
between research “paradigms” in 
the way we can choose between 
tea or coffee for breakfast: new 
paradigms emerge from crises, and 
the emergences of crises are not fully 
under our voluntary control. If we can 
only make sure, following Heidegger, 
that our methods are “genuine” in 
the sense that they really provide 
“access to the objects”, then we no 
longer need to worry too much about 
research paradigms and methodology  
chapters. 
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