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Introduction 
 
• The Merensky Library is located opposite the 

client services centre, Hatfield campus. 
• Engineering, Built Environment and 

Information Technology, EBIT - faculty library 
•  on Level 5  

 

UP EBIT Library  -  (Like our page) 
 



Introduction  
 
• Catalogue (books and journals) 
• E-resources (eBooks, e-journals, e-databases)  
• Mobile site : 
                         http://www.library.up.ac.za/mobi 

 



http://www.library.up.ac.za 



http://www.library.up.ac.za/ebit 



Select : Engineering and Technology Management 



Engineering & Technology Management, 
And Refworks (read tutorial) 



Searching for a book click on catalogue  



Type : 
Title :Project portfolio 



Results from the catalogue (click on the title to view 
the record of the book) 

E-book ; read 
online  

Book available on the 
shelf 



Google Scholar via UP Library 



Some Google Scholar articles are linked to library 
resources 



Searching for the Journal Article 

 
Garvin, D.A. & Roberto, M. 2001. What you don’t know 

about making decisions. Harvard Business Review, 
vol.79, no.8, pp.108 – 116. 



Type journal title 
Title : Harvard Business Review 



Enter stud. no. and a pin  
(required for all e-resources access) 



E-Journal Platform  



Journal: HBR 



Download Article 



Recommended Databases 
 

http://0-www.emeraldinsight.com.innopac.up.ac.za/index.htm?PHPSESSID=pf6ejmvn2fdh5mpll02eei3cv2
http://0-www.elsevier.com.innopac.up.ac.za/
http://0-www.sabinet.co.za.innopac.up.ac.za/


Use Boolean Logic search strategy 

 AND, OR and NOT  (most databases) 
 

• AND: combine two or more keywords/terms.   
 

• OR: connector to retrieve information in which any 
one of your keywords/terms appear.  
 

• NOT: exclude certain information from your results.   

 
 



Search Strategies 
Use any of the strategies when doing a search 

1. Quick and easy search 
 
2. Pearl growing approach 
 
3. Building blocks approach 

 



1. Quick and Easy Search 

• Select the database 
 
• Compose a simple query 
 
• Use the Boolean logic operators AND, OR , NOT 
 
• Submit the query to get the results 



2. Pearl Growing Approach 

• Begin with a specific document that is known to 
  be relevant  “the pearl” 
• Use the characteristic of the “pearl” to grow the 

search eg. Index terms, text words, citations, 
publication data,  authors , etc. to formulate queries 
and retrieve more results. 

• Using one good article to search for others 

 



3. Building Blocks Approach 

• Determine the main concepts of your topic 
• Think of synonyms or alternative to them 
• Formulate queries based on the concepts sets 
• Retrieve  individual results  of each sets 
• Combine retrieved sets with Boolean logic operators 

(mostly AND) to build a solution set for the whole 
problem, (see example next slide). 



Example of Building Block Search 

• First search 
– Keyword (1) with synonym 1 OR synonym  2 

• Second search 
– keyword (2) with synonym 1 OR synonym 2 

• Third search  
–  Combine search results of 1 and 2 

 



Some Reasons for Retrieving  Irrelevant Results : 

• Search full of unimportant words 
• Spelling mistakes 
• Missed  synonyms , use  : thesaurus.com, 

answers.com, synonyms-finder, Roget. 
• Many possible search terms for generic concepts 
• Using “exact phrase” maybe too limiting 



Additional Information 

• Past years research projects available at your 
department. 

• For items not available in the library contact the 
inter-lending office : francina.laka@up.ac.za  

• Library announcements  e.g. library hours  
  http://www.library.up.ac.za/ 

 

mailto:francina.laka@up.ac.za
http://www.library.up.ac.za/
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