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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

This document certifies that a research consortium was formed on the basis of an NRF (National Research Foundation) Grant award (No. 74009) supporting a project on “Paradigms and practices of teaching and learning in Foundation Phase language classrooms in Gauteng and Limpopo Provinces”.

This grant is located within the NRF’s “Education Research in South Africa” programme. The funding covers three years, being 2011, 2012 and 2013. The call for proposals was issued in the middle of 2010, largely culminating from wide stakeholder consultation and the commissioning of a number of background reports over the preceding period of a year or more. The focus of these activities was not only on social sciences and humanities research at large, but also education research priorities in particular. The present grant was awarded after a competitive peer-review process of application and adjudication.

The institutional parties in the present consortium comprise the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) as the leading partner, with the Universities of Limpopo (UL) and Pretoria (UP) as the other two consortium members.

These partners function with Dr Cas H Prinsloo (HSRC) as Principal Investigator and Proff Esther Ramani (UL) and Vic Webb (UP) as Co-Investigators. They are respectively located within their relevant institutions as outlined next. From the side of the HSRC, research capacity comes from its Education and Skills Development (ESD) Research Programme. For UL, it is located within the School of Languages and Communication Studies. For UP, it resides in the Centre for Research on the Politics of Language (CentRePoL), but collaboration with more faculties / departments are expected to be forthcoming.
The project has already set up a steering committee. It comprises of at least two representatives from each of the three consortium institutions (with room for change as the project unfolds). For now, in addition to the three names already cited above, the following individuals serve on the steering committee: Dr Michael Joseph (UL), Dr Michel Lafon (UP, CentRePoL and French Institute of South Africa (IFAS)), Dr Rinelle Evans (UP, Education Faculty), and Ms Shawn Rogers (HSRC, ESD). Dr Lafon is seconded from the French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) to IFAS. His involvement in CentRePoL brings with it some additional institutional support, notably in the form of another student bursary.

Further collaboration in the form of an extended research team is being worked out at present. The initial process will culminate in a project seminar during March 2011 focusing on setting up lines of research. The research is expected to centre around five broad sub-themes that will be investigated in Foundation Phase (Grades 1 to 3) and Grade 4 classrooms in schools in Gauteng and Limpopo, involving various relevant stakeholders and role players as research participants. The themes are: (i) literacy development in home languages (HL) and English as first additional language (FAL) and/or HL; (ii) teacher training and practice; (iii) development of learners’ linguistic skills (HL and FAL); (iv) patterns of linguistic behaviour in classrooms, and (v) language-in-education policy development and practice. The NRF grant covers the running expenses of the research, as well as student support through bursaries.
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______________________ (Dr CH Prinsloo: Principal Investigator)
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