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Research project

Paradigms and practices of teaching and learning in FOUNDATION PHASE language classrooms in Gauteng and Limpopo Provinces

HUMAN SCIENCES RESEARCH COUNCIL (HSRC),
UNIVERSITY OF LIMPOPO (UL) AND UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA (UP)
supported by the French Institute of South Africa (Ifas)

A Consortium funded by the National Research Foundation (NRF)
Educationists, but also the broader public of South Africa, are rightfully concerned about the current state of educational development in the country.

There are, of course, several reasons for this situation, including inadequate parent and community support for young learners, a lack of a culture of reading in many communities, ineffective teaching, and poor learning support material in many schools.

One of the reasons for the unsatisfactory educational development of learners is the language question, in particular the use of a language for learning and teaching in which learners do not have the necessary proficiency, and, as mirror image, the non-use (or restricted use) of learners’ home languages, in which they presumably do have the necessary basic proficiency, which is not developed.

The question of language in education is clearly a matter which requires intensive research.

In order to undertake research on the language issue, a consortium has been set up under the leadership of the HSRC with the inclusion of the Universities of Pretoria and Limpopo.

Research funding has been obtained from the NRF for a three-year project on the theme Paradigms and practices of teaching and learning in Foundation Phase language classrooms in Gauteng and Limpopo Provinces. The team will be led by Dr Cas Prinsloo of the HSRC, with Prof. Esther Ramani of the University of Limpopo and Prof. Vic Webb of the University of Pretoria as co-leaders.
The research will focus on teaching and learning in the Foundation Phase (FP) and Grade 4 in primary schools in urban, township and rural regions in the Gauteng and Limpopo provinces. The main themes to be researched in the project are the following:

· The development of literacy in home languages (HLs) and English as a first additional language (FAL) and/or HL
· The training and practice of FP teachers, particularly regarding the language issue

· The development of learners’ linguistic skills in both home languages and English as a FAL

· Patterns of linguistic behaviour in FP classrooms, and

· Language-in-education policy development and practice in FP classrooms.

Besides the running expenses of the research, the NRF funding makes provision for study grants for Master’s and PhD students at all three institutional members of the consortium. In addition, the French Institute of South Africa has also decided to provide an award for post-graduate study.

A project team comprising researchers and post-graduate students from the HSRC, UL and UP is being set up. A workshop to refine the specific research questions, conceptual framework and research methodology is planned for 11-12 March 2011 at UP.
CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE RESEARCH TEAM

Dr Cas Prinsloo, Education and Skills Development, HSRC. Principal Investigator (leader) of the project.

Prof. Esther Ramani, Bilingual degree programme: Contemporary English and Multilingual Studies, University of Limpopo. Co-Investigator.

Prof. Vic Webb, CentRePoL, University of Pretoria. Co-Investigator.

Dr. Michael Joseph, Senior researcher, SANPAD project, University of Limpopo. Member of the steering committee.
Dr. Michel Lafon, Research fellow, UP and IFAS. Member of the steering committee.
Shawn Rogers, HSRC researcher. Member of the steering committee.
Dr Rinelle Evans, Lecturer, University of Pretoria. Member of the steering committee.
Matthews Makgamatha, HSRC researcher.
Retha van Niekerk, lecturer, UP.
Contact details of research team members:

Dr Cas Prinsloo

chprinsloo@hsrc.ac.za
Prof. Esther Ramani

ramanie@ul.ac.za
Prof. Vic Webb

Vic.webb@up.ac.za
Dr Michael Joseph

vivian.joseph@ul.ac.za; michaeljoseph59@gmail.com

Dr Michel Lafon

Michel.lafon@up.ac.za
Shawn Rogers

srogers@hsrc.ac.za
Dr Rinelle Evans

revans@postino.up.ac.za
Matthews Makgamatha
mmmakgamatha@hsrc.ac.za
Retha van Niekerk

rethavn@vodamail.co.za
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