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· RESOLUTIONS OF THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE ROLE OF THE AFRICAN LANGUAGES IN EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, HELD AT HAMMANSKRAAL, NEAR PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICA, FROM 3 TO 5 JULY 2002, AND HOSTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA

1
PREAMBLE

1.1
The resolutions of the 2002 conference are to be read in conjunction with the resolutions of the 2000 conference (see Addendum), with which they are directly linked
1.3 1.2
The realisation of the resolutions of both conferences should be operationalised by their participants and other interested persons in their respective institutions and work environments. Participants should also actively encourage the development of detailed language policies and implementation strategies in these institutions and workplaces

· Deliberations at the two conferences were characterised by the acceptance of the following views:

· that language is a crucial factor in the development of human communities;

· that language is fundamental to educational development, in particular in the sense that learners who receive their instruction in their mother-tongue will achieve competence in all their fields of learning more effectively (including the acquisition of additional languages); and
2 that more deliberate and sustained efforts be made to introduce the use of the African languages as languages of learning and teaching throughout at least the primary school level.

3 RECONFIRMATION OF THE 2000 RESOLUTIONS

· The 2002 conference reaffirms the 2000 resolutions (see Addendum) with the following modifications:

2.2 2.1
That resolution 3 be modified to read as follows: (That) The orthographies of national and cross-border languages which are closely related be harmonised
2.3 That resolution 7 be modified to read: (That) Indigenous sign languages be recognised, appreciated and used as media of instruction in bilingual programmes in schools for the deaf

2.4 That resolution 9 be modified to read: (That) Opportunities be provided for Africans to learn additional African languages other than their mother-tongues
3.2 That resolution 13 be scrapped (since it has served its purpose)

4 RESOLUTIONS OF THE 2002 CONFERENCE
3.3 The participants in the Second International Conference on the Role of the African Languages in Education, Science and Technology resolve that:

3.1
African languages that are used as media of instruction to be taught as subjects up to at least the end of primary school

· Governments to be urged to:

3.4 develop specific strategies for promoting the use of indigenous languages in public life

· contribute to increasing the market value of the African languages by making a knowledge of them a requirement for appointment in the state administration and a prerequisite for access to tertiary education and training

· set up national structures to ensure the development of the African languages and to monitor actions in this regard

3.5 provide communities with training programmes on human rights in the African languages

· Leaders at all levels to be urged to promote the African languages by using them in formal public contexts

· Employers to be sensitised to the benefits of using the African languages in the workplace

· Employers to be urged to require competence in at least one African language from all employees

Working groups to be established at country level in order to monitor the implementation of conference resolutions

Appropriate bodies to be urged to establish publishing centres for the publication of materials in African languages (and for managing the translation of important technological and scientific publications into African languages to enhance national development)

3.6 Bodies responsible for mass media be urged to make greater use of the African languages

3.7 Conference participants to request their respective institutions to develop a detailed action plan for the promotion and use of the African languages, which would include the specification of indicators for measuring the effectiveness of the implementation of the plan

· Academics to be urged to

· publish scholarly articles in the African languages

3.8 undertake research on the development of African languages for use in extended domains

The possibility of using African languages at future conferences be investigated
3.9 Sources of funding for the promotion of conference activities be identified

4 OTHER DECISIONS BY THE 2002 CONFERENCE

4.1 That the establishment of an association to be called ASSOCIATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICAN LANGUAGES IN EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (ADALEST) be investigated
4.2 That a new steering committee be selected

That the third conference be held in Malawi in 2004

ADDENDUM

RESOLUTIONS OF THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AFRICAN LANGUAGES HELD AT THE SUNSET HOTEL, KISUMO, KENYA, FROM 10 TO 12 MAY 2000 AND HOSTED BY MASENO UNIVERSITY


We, the participants of the 1st International Conference on African Languages on the theme Development of African Languages for Education and Technology in the 21st Century, having deliberated for three days on the issues impacting on the state of development of African languages, and cognisant of the fact that language is a crucial factor in development since it is intertwined with education and terminology, do

RESOLVE THAT
1. Deliberate efforts be made to introduce mother tongue instruction in at least primary school level, and develop implementation and evaluation strategies wherever they are in place;

2. Thorough investigation be launched to establish if there is any correlation between school enrolment, success and failure in relation to language of instruction;

3. National and cross-border languages which are closely related but with different orthographies be harmonized;

4. Strategies be put in place to enhance and encourage literacy in African Languages;

5. Efforts be made to develop up-to-date teaching and learning materials that are learner-centred and culturally appropriate with pre-service and in-service training of mother-tongue teachers at all levels of learning;

6. The general public and policy makers be sensitized on the benefits of mother-tongue instruction thereby making then fully aware that mother-tongue education is a –prerequisite for achieving competence in the learning of all subjects, including the learning of non-indigenous languages;

7. Indigenous sign languages be recognized, appreciated and used as media of instruction in schools for the deaf;

8. African Universities, in collaboration with other institutions dealing with African languages, should play a key role in preparing materials for mother-tongue education;

9. Opportunities be provided for African scholars to learn other African languages other than their mother tongues;

10. African leaders be encouraged to use African languages in public;

11. Important technological and scientific knowledge be translated from foreign languages to enhance national development;

12. Multilingualism and multiculturalism be celebrated by authorities in Africa as assets and resources rather than obstacles and curses, further, appropriate strategies be put in place to ensure Africans benefit from them;

13. Follow-up meeting be held in two years to consider forming an International African Languages Association to coordinate African languages activities.
� Examples of issues to be researched include: the language of instruction and its correlation with school enrolment and success and failure rates; strategies to enhance and encourage literacy in the African languages; the development of up-to-date teaching and learning materials that are learner-centred and culturally appropriate; and the provision of pre-service and in-service training of mother-tongue teachers at all levels of learning





