	QUESTIONNAIRE FOR LEARNERS

Section A: General information

Total number of respondents: 266 (75.9% males, 24% females). 23.05%

Registered entrants 2005: 840 males, 314 females (=1154).

Total student size 2005: 3176 males; 1208 females.

1. In what province were you born?

Limpopo

25.84

North West 

30.34

Gauteng

26.97

Mpumalanga

10.49

Other provinces

4.5

2. Gender

1. Male 

75.9

2. Female

24

3. How old are you?

89% between 17 and 22 years

4. What is your father’s occupation?

1. Senior government official

4

2. Manager in private sector

7.6

3. Teacher, lawyer or other professional job

12

4. Junior government official

2.8

5. Technician or machine operator

12

6. Office worker or clerk

6

7. Service worker or shop assistant

6.4

8. Farmer

2.8

9. Trader

2.4

10. Labourer

6

11. Other (Specify: …………………………)

38

5.  What is your mother’s occupation?

1. Senior government official

3.2

2. Supervisor in private sector

4.4

3. Teacher, lawyer or other professional job

14

4. Junior government official

2.8

5. Technician or machine operator

3.2

6. Office worker or clerk

9

7. Service worker or shop assistant

10

8. Trader

1

9. Domestic worker

20

10. Other (Specify: …………………………)

32

Section B: Language use

6. What was the main language used in your home when you grew up?

%

Registered 2005

Setswana

33.6

222

Sesotho sa Leboa/Sepedi

5

378

Sesotho

6

70

Tshivenda

18

122

isiZulu

11.8

75

Xitsonga

8.4

80

isiNdebele, Siswati, isiXhosa

13.5

116

Afrikaans and English

3.7

61

Other (Specify ...................................)

30

7. What language do your parents usually use in their home?

Mother

Father

1. Afrikaans

2. English

3. Sesotho sa Leboa/Sepedi

4. Sesotho

5. Setswana

6. isiNdebele

7. Siswati

8. XiTsonga

9. Tshivenda

10. isiXhosa

11. isiZulu

12. Other (Specify .....................................)

8. How well do you know the following languages? Indicate your opinion for each skill as follows:

Very well = 5; Well = 4; Average = 3; Not well = 2; Not at all: 1

Speak

Read

Write

Understand

VW

W

A

NW

N

VW

W

A

NW

N

VW

W

A

NW

N

VW

W

A

NW

N

Afr

4.9

9

27.7

40

18

15.3

29.4

28

20.7

6.6

10

21

30

27

12

7.5

12.5

33.3

31.3

15.4

Eng

46

46

6.8

1.2

0

69.5

27.3

2.9

0.4

0

54.9

35.8

8.5

0.8

0

57.3

33.7

8.1

0.8

0

Sep

14.6

20.4

23.3

23

18.7

9.2

12.9

17

30

30.8

9.1

7.5

13

26.7

43.3

20.4

21.7

27.5

16.7

13.7

Ses

14.1

20.3

29

22.8

13.7

8.7

15

22

27.5

26.7

9

6.7

16.7

28.7

38.8

21.25

25

27

17.5

9

Set

41.2

15

11.8

15.9

15.9

35

9.5

12

16

27.6

34

7

7

16

36

44.3

15.6

12

15

12.7

Nde

9.6

8

5.4

13.8

63

6.3

5

4.6

15

69

6

2.5

5.5

13.5

72.7

10.5

9.7

9.3

18.5

52

Swa

6.2

5.4

6.6

17.5

64.3

3.7

3.7

5.4

18.3

68.8

3.3

2.5

5

11.3

78

8.3

6.7

11.7

19.6

53.8

Tso

10

7.5

8

15.4

59.4

7.9

3.3

5

13.3

70.5

7.5

0.83

3.3

12.5

75.8

12.5

10.4

6.7

18.8

51.7

Ven

17.7

2.5

1.65

8.6

69.6

17.4

1.2

2

9

70.3

17

-

1.2

6.2

75.6

18.6

2

2

15

62.4

Xho

5.4

7.9

11

22

53.7

3.3

5.4

7.9

17

66.4

2.9

2.5

5.4

16.6

72.6

8.3

10

15.4

22

44.4

Zul

22.7

13.8

21.5

23.5

18.6

18.3

9

14.6

22

36

15.9

6.1

10.2

19.6

48

28.9

15

24.4

16.7

15

8. (continued)

Speak

Read

VW

W

A

NW

N

VW

W

A

NW

N

Afr

4.9

9

27.7

40

18

15.3

29.4

28

20.7

6.6

Eng

46

46

6.8

1.2

0

69.5

27.3

2.9

0.4

0

Sep

14.6

20.4

23.3

23

18.7

9.2

12.9

17

30

30.8

Ses

14.1

20.3

29

22.8

13.7

8.7

15

22

27.5

26.7

9. Which language do you use most often with each of the following people?

Afr

Eng

Ses sa Leboa

isiZulu

Xitsonga

Other

Father

3.5

9.3

8.9

16.9

9.3

52

Mother

3.2

7.2

12

14

6.4

57

Brother or sister

2.8

19.1

9.4

15

5.3

48.4

Other relatives

2

15.5

11

17.6

6.5

47.2

Friends

3

36.6

13.7

9.3

2.6

34.8

Strangers

3

62

5

7

1.3

21.4

White people

5.9

92.5

-

-

-

1.7

10. How often do you use English in the following contexts?

Always

Often

Sometimes

Seldom/Never

In class

47.6

23.4

27

1.85

Outside the class at school

6.1

20.8

61

11.9

With friends

9.6

19.7

54

16.60

At home

3.9

9

51.4

35.6

11. How well do you understand the English used by your teachers in class?

Very well

Well

Fairly well

Poorly/Not at all

54.5

38.4

6.8

0.4

12. How well do you understand the English used in your text books?

Very well

Well

Fairly well

Poorly/Not at all

32.6

53

12.4

1.87

13. How often do you read the following in English?

Very often

Often

Sometimes

Seldom/Never

Books

61.6

24.3

11.4

2.66

Newspapers

56

21.8

19.2

3.02

Magazines or comics

50

20.8

23.5

5.74

14. Would you like to read the following in your home language?

Yes, very much

Yes

No

Books

27.3

32.7

40

Newspapers

22.7

32.4

44.9

Magazines or comics

22.8

33

44

15.  How often do you watch television programmes in:

Very often

Often

Sometimes

Seldom/Never

An African language

23

18

35

23.8

English

74.5

15

8.75

1.5

16. How often do you listen to the radio in:

Very often

Often

Sometimes

Seldom/Never

An African language

25

14.8

30.75

29.5

English

55.5

24.5

17

3.0

17. How useful do you think it is to study an African language at school?

Very useful

Useful

Not so useful

Not useful at all

27

25

29.3

18.6

18. How often do you have any difficulty writing exams in English?

Very often

Often

Sometimes

Seldom

Never

4.74

9.9

32

13.44

39.9

A. Section C: Your opinions

Please indicate with a cross whether you Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D) or Strongly Disagree (SD) with the following statements:

SA/A

D/SD

An African language should replace English as the language of teaching.

25.45

74.6

Learners would learn better if they were taught in their mother tongue.

64.2

35.7

Learners can think better in their mother tongue.

80.9

19.2

Learners can express themselves better in their mother tongue

86

14

My knowledge of English makes me feel superior to those who don’t know English.

55.6

44.4

English should be used as the language of teaching because it is the language of the workplace.

87.5

12.5

The African languages can’t really be used for studying technical subjects.

58

42.1

SA/A

D/SD

English is the most important language in South Africa.

83

16.7

I will not need to use African languages in my future work.

36.8

63.2

It is difficult to learn things in English.

16.2

83.5

I understand my teacher well when he/she uses English, but I have difficulty to express myself in English in a test or an exam

45

55

The use of English is causing the death of African languages.

45.7

54.3

A knowledge of English guarantees success in life.

78

21.7

African languages are only appropriate for use in talking with friends and family.

59.2

40.9

If you want people to respect you, you should know English well.

31.2

68.8

I don’t like the way people from rural areas speak their home languages.

12

88.1
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