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Research project

Paradigms and practices of teaching and learning in FOUNDATION PHASE language classrooms in Gauteng and Limpopo Provinces

HUMAN SCIENCES RESEARCH COUNCIL (HSRC),
UNIVERSITY OF LIMPOPO (UL) AND UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA (UP)
Supported by the French Institute of South Africa (Ifas)

A Consortium funded by the National Research Foundation (NRF)
MEMORANDUM TO ALL PROSPECTIVE AND REGISTERED POST-GRADUATE STUDENTS INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING IN THE RESEARCH PROJECT

Educationists, but also the broader public of South Africa, are rightfully concerned about the current state of educational development in the country, and its prevailing poor learner achievement outcomes.
There are, of course, several reasons for this situation, including inadequate parent and community support for young learners, a lack of a culture of reading in many communities, ineffective teaching and poor learning support material in many schools.

One of the reasons for the unsatisfactory educational development of learners is the language question, in particular the use of a language for learning and teaching (LoLT) in which learners do not have the necessary proficiency, and, as mirror image, the non-use (or restricted use) of learners’ home languages, in which they, presumably, would have the necessary basic proficiency, but which, however, fails to be developed.

The question of the choice of language (or languages) in education is clearly a matter which requires intensive research.

In order to undertake research on the language issue, a consortium has been set up under the leadership of the HSRC with the inclusion of the Universities of Pretoria and Limpopo.

Research funding has been obtained from the NRF for a three-year project entitled Paradigms and practices of teaching and learning in Foundation Phase language classrooms in Gauteng and Limpopo Provinces. The team will be led by Dr Cas Prinsloo of the HSRC, with Prof. Esther Ramani of the University of Limpopo and Prof. Vic Webb of the University of Pretoria as co-leaders.
The research will focus on teaching and learning in the Foundation Phase (FP) and Grade 4 in selected primary schools in Gauteng and Limpopo provinces representing the urban, township and rural contexts. The main themes to be researched in the project include the following:

· The development of literacy in home languages and in English as a first additional language (FAL) or at Home Language (HL) level

· The training and practice of FP teachers, particularly regarding the language issue

· The development of learners’ linguistic skills in both home languages and English (as a FAL)

· Patterns of linguistic behaviour in FP classrooms, and

· Language-in-education policy development and practice in FP classrooms.

CORE MEMBERS OF THE RESEARCH TEAM

Dr Cas Prinsloo, Education and Skills Development Research Programme, HSRC. Principal Investigator (leader) of the project.

Prof. Esther Ramani, Bilingual degree programme: Contemporary English and Multilingual Studies, University of Limpopo. Co-Investigator.

Prof. Vic Webb, CentRePoL, University of Pretoria. Co-Investigator.

Dr Michael Joseph, Senior researcher, SANPAD project, University of Limpopo, member of the steering committee.

Dr Michel Lafon, Research fellow, UP, and IFAS, member of the steering committee.

A broader project team comprising researchers and post-graduate students from the HSRC, UL and UP is being set up.
	Besides the running expenses of the research, the NRF funding makes provision for study grants for Master’s, PhD and other post-graduate students at all three institutional members of the consortium.

In addition, the French Institute of South Africa has offered an award for one post-graduate student (see http://www.ifas.org.za/research/pdf/2010-Call-for-applicationIFAS_Pele%20le%20pele_Master.pdf).




Funding available from the nrf grant for bursaries in 2011

HSRC


2x PhD (part-time)



R60 000.00

Univ of Limpopo
1x Hons / 1x B Tech (FT)


R20 000.00

Univ of Limpopo
1x PhD, part-time (can switch to Master’s)
R30 000.00

Univ of Pretoria
3x Master’s




R60 000.00

Univ of Pretoria
1x PhD




R30 000.00

Total:







          R200 000.00

Funding will also be available to cover research related expenses (travel, accommodation, documentation) of students participating in the project, but who are not beneficiaries of a grant.
ADVANTAGES OF STUDENT PARTICIPATION

Besides the possibility of receiving a bursary, students participating in the research will also have the advantage (as members of workshops, seminars and research teams) of regular discussions of their work with experienced academics and with co-students, benefitting from the knowledge, understanding and skills of the other team members, and the opportunity of refining their own insights and views through the academic dialogue in which they will be involved.

Interested students will obviously have to apply for the grants. The following information is required:

a) Student name, proof of registration, and student number

b) Degree for which the student is registered, and whether the registration is part-time or full-time

c) Topic of study/research and a 2- to 3-page description of the proposed research (that is, a brief research proposal)

d) Relevance to the project theme (1-page description)

e) Supervisor(s)

FINAL APPLICATIONS FOR STUDENT GRANTS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY 15 MARCH 2011. (also for the IFAS bursary)

Further information and assistance can be obtained from:


Dr Cas Prinsloo

chprinsloo@hsrc.ac.za

Prof. Esther Ramani

ramanie@ul.ac.za / Esther.Ramani@ul.ac.za

Dr Michel Lafon

Michel.lafon@up.ac.za

Prof. Vic Webb

vic.webb@up.ac.za
IFAS:

Dr. Michel Lafon

Michel.lafon@up.ac.za & 


Thibault Hatton 

Comm.Research@ifas.org.za
WORKSHOP: 11 AND 12 MARCH 2011, UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA

A workshop for all members of the research team, including researchers and students interested in participating in the project, will be held on 11 and 12 March 2011 at a venue at the University of Pretoria. (This will probably be at its Groenkloof Campus.)
During the workshop the specific research questions, conceptual frameworks and research methodologies will be discussed and further refined.

The venue and programme for the workshop will be announced as soon as possible.
HSRC researchers who have already indicated their interest in the project (and for whom the institution is likely to allocate varying degrees of capacity), include:

· Dr Charlotte Motha

· Mr Matthews Makgamatha

· Ms Shawn Rogers, and

· Ms Gamong Mokgatle.

Others who have indicated an interest in participating in the project and becoming members of the research team are:

Dr Rinelle Evans

revans@postino.up.ac.za
Dr Michel Lafon

Michel.lafon@up.ac.za
Biki Lepota


biki@umalusi.ac.za
Mandisi Magwazi

zippy.lami@gmail.com / mandisa@molteno.co.za
Lydia Makwena

Lydia.makwena@dbe.gov.za
And possibly: 


Ms Neo Tsheto, Faculty of Education, UP
















[image: image5.png]




[image: image6.jpg]UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
UNIVERSITY OF PR

ETORIA




[image: image7.jpg]| _ F
&\ /

A S
Institut Francais
d'Afrique du Sud



[image: image8.jpg]AMBASSADE DE FRANCE
EN AFRIQUE DU SUD
THE EMBASSY OF FRANCE
IN SOUTH AFRICA



_1329220891.bin

