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Solid

Silvery white, soft
ductile metal.

Widely used: cans,
foils, bicycles,
windows, doors,
cars, poles, etc.Beverage can

Aluminium
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31

Solid

Silver-white, but
melts at 29,7 °C.

Gallium arsenide is
used in lasers, CD
players, cell phones,
medical devices.

Gallium crystals
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Gallium based blue LEDs
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Solid

Brittle, silvery-
white, semi-metallic,
semi-conductor.

Used in transistors,
lenses, fiberoptics,
production of PET.

Germanium

PET bottle
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Solid

Lustrous, silvery-
grey.

Used in transistors,
solar cells; mixed
with other metals to
make alloys.

Indium

Indium wire
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Sn
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Solid

Silvery or grey.

Used to make pewter,
with copper it makes
bronze.
Turns into powder at
low temperatures.

Tin droplet

Bronze medal
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Sb
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Solid

lustrous, silvery
grey.
Used in flame-
proofing articles,
batteries, solder,
lead, ceramics,
glazes and matches.

Antimony

Socks from flame retardant cotton.
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82

Solid

Soft, malleable,
heavy metal; bluish-
white or dull grey.
Used in batteries,
fishing weights,
protection from
radiation.

Lead

Lead shielding
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Solid

Silvery white, very
poisonous.
Was used in rat
poison, insecticides;
now in infrared
optical materials and
electronics.

Thallium

Thallium is extremely toxic.
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Solid

Lustrous silver,
resembles arsenic
and antimony.

Used in fire sprink-
ler systems, rubber,
fuses and cosmetics.

Bismuth
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84

Solid

Silvery; rare and
highly radioactive.

Used as a source of
radiation.

Polonium
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210Po decays with a half-life
138.376 days.


