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Biography  

Christo qualified as a veterinarian in 1982 and registered with the South African Veterinary 
Council. Thereafter he spent two years in the SA Defence Force completing his national 
service and then worked for four years as a state veterinarian. Christo was appointed as a 
senior lecturer in Toxicology/Pharmacology in 1988, in the previous Department of 
Pharmacology and Toxicology at the Faculty of Veterinary Science, University of Pretoria. He 
completed a BVSc Honours degree in 1989 and the specialist MMedVet degree in veterinary 
toxicology in 1994 and registered as a Veterinary Specialist (Toxicology) with the South 
African Veterinary Council. In 2003 he was awarded a PhD by the Norwegian School of 
Veterinary Science with a thesis entitled “Krimpsiekte, a paretc/paralytic syndrome of small 
stock, in South Africa. Christo is currently Professor and Head of the Department. 

Research interests 

Christo generally focuses his research in two main areas i.e. (1) plant poisonings and 
mycotoxicoses and (2) environmental toxicology. Since research on poisonous plants and 
mycotoxicoses affecting livestock in South Africa is extremely important, he is conducting 
research on economically important plant poisonings such as krimpsiekte and other cardiac 
glycoside poisonings. In addition, he also investigates new or lesser-known plant poisonings 
and mycotoxicoses occurring in livestock and companion animals.  
 
Funds have been received to develop a project around the aquatic ecosystem. Previously 
the harmful effects of persistent organic pollutants (POP’s) have been investigated, but the 
research emphasis has now shifted to the detrimental effects of eutrophication of surface 
waters with resultant Microcystis blooms and cyanobacterial toxins. 

Teaching 

Christo is the course coordinator for the undergraduate Toxicology module (Tox 300). He is 
also a supervisor or co-supervisor of some of the postgraduate students enrolled for a MSc 
or PhD degree in the Department.  
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